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1 Scope

In this document, a draft implementation guideline for MPEG 21 User Description is provided.

2 Introduction

In extreme synthesis MPEG 21 User Description is aimed at describing tailored “recommendations” concerning specific actions within the domain of a given application. It is believed that a complete and compact description of these recommendations allows for facilitating the application in the matching user needs.

A formal and systemic analysis of the existing use cases has been conducted [1, 2]. For each use case, first the core “event” has been identified. In fact, it is respect to this event (e.g. the “fruition” of multimedia contents, the “sale” of generic products, the “purchase” of books, etc) that the “recommendation” is made. Then, all relevant information, namely the “entities” and their relative “attributes” taken into account for each use case, have been made explicit. The amount and the quality (for instance in terms of granularity) of attributes can strongly impact on the effectiveness of the recommendation.

MPEG 21 User Description technologies [3], describing the entities/attributes associated to a subset of the all existing use cases, are provided. Finally, the result of such an analysis has been summarized in the attached table. 
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