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MPEG celebrates its 100th meeting 

Geneva, CH − The 100th MPEG meeting was held in Geneva, Switzerland, from 30 April to 4 May 2012.
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Celebrating the 100th meeting, left to right, Simão Campos Neto, Francis Gurry, Malcolm Johnson, Kohtaro Asai, Frank Kitzantides, Karen Higginbottom, Rob Steele, Leonardo Chiariglione, and Henry Cuschieri.
MPEG commemorates its influence on the evolution of digital media
At its 100th meeting, the Moving Picture Experts Group (MPEG) celebrated its role in the evolution of the world from an age of media for some, to an age of media for all.  The Emmy-award-winning committee that has developed MP3, MPEG-2, MPEG-4, and a host of other ubiquitous standards that have enriched the way humans interact with media, commemorated the milestone of 100 meetings with a gala event that featured leaders from the International Organization for Standardization (ISO), the International Electrotechnical Committee (IEC), the International Telecommunication Union (ITU), and the World Intellectual Property Organization (WIPO); all present to honor 25 years of collaboration toward the common goal of delivering world-changing media technologies.
The celebration event, which was held on the 2nd of May in Geneva, focused on the winning recipe used by MPEG:  to serve as a collaborative forum for experts to bring their technologies to develop standards that they need, and to be rewarded for those excellent technologies.  As a result, MPEG standards have facilitated a revolution in how media are created, distributed, and consumed with profound ramifications in industry, society, and human culture, i.e. digital media are now an integral part of billions of lives, providing a way for making them more interconnected and social.

Speakers at the MPEG 100 gala reflected the collaborative nature of MPEG and included: Rob Steele, Secretary General of ISO, one of two parent organizations under which MPEG operates; Frank Kitzantides, former Chairman of the Standardization Management Board of the IEC, the committee responsible for developing standards for devices that embed MPEG technologies, and the second parent organization under which MPEG operates; Malcolm Johnson, Director, from the ITU, the organization with which MPEG has developed two video compression standards, and is currently developing the High Efficiency Video Coding (HEVC) standard; Francis Gurry, Director General from WIPO, an organization that helps to safeguard intellectual property, the economic driver of digital media; Karen Higginbottom, Chairman of the ISO/IEC Joint Technical Committee 1 (JTC1), Kohtaro Asai, Chairman of the ISO/IEC JTC1/Subcommittee 29, and Leonardo Chiariglione, Convenor of MPEG.  Other distinguished guests were: Simão Campos Neto, Counsellor, ITU-T Study Group 16, and Henry Cuschieri, ISO ITTF officer. For a more in-depth look at the impact of MPEG, visit http://wg11.sc29.org/mpeglife/MP100E.mp4.
MPEG promotes ARAF (Augmented Reality Application Format) to the CD level

During its 100th meeting, the "Augmented reality application format" standard, ISO/IEC 23000‑13 (MPEG‑A Part 13), was promoted to the Committee Draft level. This standard compiles and extends existing MPEG technologies enabling them to: (a) model and efficiently code dynamic, interactive 2D/3D scenes with both natural and synthetic media in a way that is suitable for streaming; (b) access local and remote media resources and support client scene updates transmitted by the server; and (c) represent data from sensors and actuators embedded in the terminal and its environment. This new standard continues MPEG’s tradition of serving the multimedia needs of MPEG constituencies, among which are the broadcasting and mobile industries. During the same meeting, MPEG initiated MPEG-A Part 14, "Augmented reality reference model", a technical report aimed at providing a common understanding of the augmented reality domain, and at specifying the involved actors, terms of reference and use scenarios.
HEVC to be carried in MPEG-2 Systems and AVC File Format standards
Anticipating the strong demand for the HEVC standard in the commercial market immediately upon its finalization, MPEG has launched new projects to extend its widely used transport standards, MPEG-2 Systems and AVC file format, to carry HEVC. These new extensions, which are approved as draft amendments to each of the transport standards, will support new features included in HEVC and enable the efficient carriage of HEVC bitstreams for various applications. They are expected to reach final draft amendment status in April 2013, shortly after the HEVC specification reaches its final draft international standard status.
New edition of MPEG-2 Systems
One of the most successfully deployed standards from MPEG has reached a historical stage at the 100th MPEG meeting. MPEG-2 Systems, ISO/IEC 13818-1, first published in 1996 has been revised as the 4th edition. Responding to the continuous needs of industry, MPEG has produced 7 amendments for AVC, SVC, and MVC data, as well as for the support of stereoscopic content, since the 3rd edition which was published in 2006.  The new 4th edition will consolidate these previously approved amendments to provide better clarity and reliability, and will be available at the ISO website soon. 
Digging Deeper – How to Contact MPEG

Communicating the large and sometimes complex array of technology that the MPEG Committee has developed is not a simple task. Experts, past and present, have contributed a series of tutorials and vision documents that explain each of these standards individually. The repository is growing with each meeting, so if something you are interested is not yet there, it may appear shortly – but you should also not hesitate to request it. You can start your MPEG adventure at:
http://mpeg.chiariglione.org/technologies.htm.

Further Information

Future MPEG meetings are planned as follows: 

No. 101, Stockholm, SE, 16 – 20 July 2012

No. 102, Shanghai, CN, 15 – 19, October 2012

No. 103, Geneva, CH, 21 – 25, January 2013
No. 104, Incheon, KR, 22-26, April 2013
For further information about MPEG, please contact:

Dr. Leonardo Chiariglione (Convenor of MPEG, Italy)

Via Borgionera, 103

10040 Villar Dora (TO), Italy

Tel:  +39 011 935 04 61

leonardo@chiariglione.org
This press release and other MPEG-related information can be found on the MPEG homepage:

http://mpeg.chiariglione.org/
The text and details related to current Calls are in the Hot News section, http://mpeg.chiariglione.org/hot_news.htm. These documents include information on how to respond to Calls.

The MPEG homepage also has links to other MPEG pages that are maintained by the MPEG subgroups. It also contains links to public documents that are freely available for download by those who are not MPEG members. Journalists that wish to receive MPEG Press Releases by email should contact Dr. Arianne T. Hinds at a.hinds@cablelabs.com.
