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Video compression has played an essential role in the deployment of multimedia products and services in various applications. Moving Pictures Experts Group has been an important contributor in this area by producing a family of compression standards starting from MPEG-1 to MPEG-4. All indications show that, as in the past, video compression will continue to play an important role in the deployment of future products and services. These workshops represent the first steps in a process devised to identify video coding standardization opportunities. To achieve this goal MPEG invites experts from different horizons of video processing, coding and applications to join in an effort to explore and identify trends in future video compression technologies. The workshops will explore technical and other view points including features that are required by potential products and applications of tomorrow, where video compression techniques must be used.
The first workshop to be held in the afternoon of Wednesday, April 20, 2005 in Busan, Korea will include a series of short presentations on issues, technologies and applications. This will be followed by a discussion session to identify the most important trends. 
Based on the trends identified in Busan, a second full day workshop will be held on Sunday, October 16, 2005 in Nice, France. The workshop includes tutorials and experts discussions.

Contributions are invited to the workshops from prospective experts in the form of a presentations as well as a manuscript in all relevant areas including:

· Distributed video coding

· Texture synthesis and replacement
· Advanced prediction techniques
· Extensions to wavelet based coding (curvelets, etc.)
· Low complexity video coding
· Applications currently not supported by video compression standards
· Video application enabling technologies
All other contributions relevant to these workshops are also highly encouraged. 

Contributions and presentations should be of tutorial nature, provide analysis and synthesis, put into evidence the strengths and features of the video compression technologies under discussion, or highlight other components that directly impact video compression. All contributions should clearly outline relevance to potential applications when compared to state of the art.
The workshops are collocated with the 72nd and 74th MPEG meetings, and are open to the public. Details about the format of manuscripts and presentations as well as agendas of these events will be available at http://mpeg.chiariglione.org.

Interested participants are highly encouraged to register to the reflector of the AhG on “Organization of workshops on future directions in video compression” by referring to http://futurevideo.epfl.ch  for instructions.
Manuscripts and the presentations will be made available to the public at the MPEG website http://mpeg.chiariglione.org and will be submitted to the MPEG document registry.  
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